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DENISE S. CARTY-BENNIA

Denise S. Carty-Bennia, professor of law at Northeastern University
School of Law, died Tuesday, September 11, 1990 in Detroit. Professor
Carty-Bennia, a member of the faculty since 1977, was on leave from
Northeastern and was a Visiting Professor of Law at CUNY Law
School in New York City.

Professor Carty-Bennia was the author of several widely disseminated
amicus briefs filed before the United States Supreme Court. She co-
authored a brief submitted to the Supreme Court in the Webster v.
Reproductive Health Services case; written on behalf of 900 law faculty
nationwide, the brief was cited by Justice Harry Blackmun in his
written dissent. She had also testified before various Congressional
subcommittees on topics such as racially motivated violence, and sex
and race differences on standardized tests.

In 1985 Professor Carty-Bennia co-founded and served as chair of the
Board of Directors of the National Center for Fair and Open Testing
(FAIRTEST).

She served as co-chair of the Board of Directors of the National
Conference of Black Lawyers from 1979-81 and as the chair of the
section on Minority Groups of the Association of American Law
Schools from 1982-83. She was co-founder and steering committee
member of the Northeastern University Black Faculty Organization.

She received many honors for her work in legal education, including
the Distinguished Service in Legal Education from the Massachusetts
Black Lawyers Association, and an official citation for Outstanding
Distinction in the Field of Legal Education from the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts State Senate. She was the 1988 recipient of an award for
Outstanding Commitment and Social Responsibility to the Com-
munity from WRBB-Radio, Northeastern University.

Professor Carty-Bennia joined the faculty following positions at
Wayne State University Law School in Detroit, Michigan, and with a
New York City law firm. She also held the positions of research fellow
at the Howard University Institute for the Study of Educational Policy,
and as Revson Fellow at the City College Center for Legal Education.

Professor Carty-Bennia was a 1969 graduate of Barnard College and
received her Juris Doctor from Columbia University in 1973.



